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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Bianngaa graa winya 
 

 
It’s been a big year this year as we safely 

opened up Wunambal Gaambera Visitor 
Locations to tourists. Visitors came and 

shared our Wanjina Wunggurr culture, as we 
welcomed them to our unique Country, and 

they enjoyed the big flowing waterfalls from 
a very wet Wunju (monsoon season).  
 

With our Country opening, some of us 
received our COVID-19 vaccinations. Thank 

you to all who stepped forward to receive 
their vaccine. We can see from over east 

how quickly this virus can spread. We 
encourage everyone to get your vaccine and 

protect yourselves and your families.  
 

Our Healthy Country Team and Uunguu 
Rangers spent time on Country, working on 

our Right-Way Fire operations, pest 
management and tourism training at 

Munurru Campground. We went out on our 
Wundaagu (Saltwater) with some of our 

rangers completing their coxswain tickets, 
turtle monitoring and cleaning up our 

coastline.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
We are now selling Australian Carbon Credit 

Units (ACCUs) with companies like Qantas 
and Telstra. We generate ACCU funding 

from our Right-Way Fire operations by 
cutting down wildfires, which means less 

bad greenhouse gas in the air. We use some 
of these funds to build our workforce so 

more people can work and spend time on 
Country.  

 
In October, we conducted a ten-year review 

of our Healthy Country Plan (HCP) 2010-
2020. Uunguu Monitoring and Evaluation 

Committee (UMEC - our HCP review team), 
Traditional Owners and the Healthy Country 
team met at Garmbemirri to review our 

Healthy Country work and put forward ideas 
for the next ten-year plan. We defined the 

new target, Wunambal Gaambera People as 
we focus our work helping families live on 

Graa Country and develop the workforce 
capacity of our people, enabling us to 

participate in existing and potential 
economic activity on Country. This includes 

careers in tourism, retail, resources and 
logistics and building, land management and 

construction.  
 

Our comprehensive work, keeping our 
Country healthy has been recognized. 

CONGRATULATIONS to EVERYONE! 
WGAC won the National Landcare Award 

for Indigenous Land Management. 
Thank you to everyone in the team who 
work to keep our Wunambal Gaambera 

Country healthy for future generations. 
 

Early 2022 will see a new Healthy Country 
Plan for the next ten years as we focus our 

resources on helping families build their 
lives, enjoy their Graa and growing the 

capacity of our people.  
 
Catherine Goonack, WGAC Chairperson 
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RANGER NEWS 
 
In March we welcomed new rangers to our 
team, Ebonny Hassett, Colleen 

Mangolomarra and Damon Bundamurra 
(pictured below). WGAC now employs 8 

Uunguu Rangers.  
 

 
 
Uunguu Rangers, Ildephonse Cheinmora, 

Jeremy Kowan and Tabitha Evans are CASA 
accredited drone operators. We use drones 

to monitor our Country like when there is a 
fire - we can fly a drone over to see how far 

the fire has spread. 

 

 
Ildephonse Cheinmora learning how to fly a drone. 
 

 
 
 

 

OUR WORK 
 
Pest Species Management 
 

We started our first weed patrol for the last 
wet season in February 2021 at Ngauwudu, 

Mitchell Plateau. It is important to control 
weeds in Wunju (wet season) when they are 

growing, but before they produce seeds.  
 

Wunambal Gaambera Country is largely 
weed free, but weeds have established 
along roads and around infrastructure. We 

aim to stop those weeds spreading into the 
bush. 

 

 
Uunguu Rangers, Desmond Williams, Jeremy 
Kowan and Ildephonse Cheinmora with Healthy 
Country Manager, Tom Vigilante. 

 
Uunguu Rangers, Desmond Williams and Jeremy 
Kowan managing weeds in Ngauwudu. 
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Fire 
 

We attended the North Australia Fire Forum 
in February this year and we will head off to 
the 2022 forum in Darwin in February 2022.  

 
In April 2021, we had our Annual Fire 

Planning meeting with Traditional Owners, 
Healthy Country Team and Uunguu Rangers. 

We planned our fire season with families and 
decided where to do our fire walk. 

 

 
Catherine Goonack and Kandiwal Graa members 
discuss which parts of Country need burning. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Ildephonse Cheinmora, fire training. 

 

 

 

 
Fire training – Jeffrey Mangolamara and Dequarn 
Unhango. 

 
We are selling ACCUs, which generates 

income to fund our Right Way Fire 
operations, pay rent to Graa families and 

contribute to other Healthy Country work. 
We have new ACCU customers to buy our 

‘good air’ to balance the ‘bad air’ their 
businesses produce. 

 
We monitor our Right-Way Fire Program. 

The pie charts below show how Right Way 
fire operations have cut down wildfire.  

 
 

 
 

Left graph – Before we started Right Way 

Fire, hot, damaging wildfires burnt 26% of 
our Country. Right graph, after 10 years 

Right Way Fire management, less than 10% 
of Wunambal Gaambera Country damaged 

by wildfire. Our Healthy Country Target is to 
keep wildfire damaging less than 10% of 

Country.  
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Fire Walk 
 

In June 2021, 9 Uunguu Rangers and young 
Traditional Owners walked through 

Birramangurey Graa along the King Edward 
River, ending at Munurru.  

Bernard Bundamarra on the fire walk. 

 

 
New rock art 
sites are 
often 
discovered 
on fire 
walks.  

 
 

 
 
Jeremy 
Kowan 
burns 
Country in 
the 
traditional 
way. 

 

 
Trinita 
Bundamurra, 
Jeremy 
Kowan and 
Tabitha 
Evans take a 
rest. 

 
 

 
Tabitha 
Evans 
and 
Jazzlyn 
Philips 
stride it 
out on 
the fire 
walk. 

 

 

“It was pretty hard, the one week walk but 

once you settle into the bush it’s alright. 

We were following the King Edward River. We 
had fun. We went fishing, caught bream…. It 

feels like home, I belong out here. I feel more 
confident.” – Bernard Bundamurra 

 
“We burn slow, slow, slow to stop all that hot fire 
rushing, so it burns all over the countryside. We 

burn around the art sites to keep the grass lower…. 
Fire can destroy art sites, crack all the painting in 

the rocks. Burning is good for the animals. One big 

area will be cleaned up by fire and we start to see 
that new growth and animals come back to that 

area to eat the new vegetation. Take notice of the 

animals. If they are living healthy, you know the 
country is healthy. Just by looking at animals, like 

emu and kangaroos, if they are strong and healthy, 
we know the country is healthy.” Jeremy Kowan. 
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Fire Suppression  
Wildfires caused by lightning strikes at 

Ngauwudu kept our Uunguu Rangers busy. 

 

 

Above: Ildephonse Cheinmora and Ethan 

Karadada fight fires on Ngauwudu. 

Fire suppression from helicopter. 

 

 

 
North Kimberley Fire Abatement 

Project (NKFAP) 
NKFAP is made up of the four North 

Kimberley native title groups with fire 
carbon projects:  

• Wunambal Gaambera Aboriginal 
Corporation 

• Wilinggin Aboriginal Corporation  
• Dambimangari Aboriginal Corporation  

• Balanggarra Aboriginal Corporation 
Corporation  

Kimberley Land Council assists NKFAP. 
 

WGAC hosted our North Kimberley Fire 
Abatement Project (NKFAP) Partners at 
Garmbemirri Ranger Base in September. We 

learnt about new tools and technologies for 
fire mapping and monitoring our work.  

 

 



 

7 

 

 

Monitoring 
 
Helen Waina 
setting up and 
retrieving data 
from camera 
traps on 
Gaambera 
Country as part 
of our annual 
monitoring work.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

On this monitoring trip in August, we 
retrieved camera traps from 6 islands in the 
Osborn Island and Eclipse Island groups. 

Preliminary results are promising with a 
bandicoot species identified on one of the 

islands. On Wunambal Gaambera Country 
we get brown bandicoots, garimbu and 

golden bandicoots or little bandicoots, 
bundilarri. Borda Island has a known 

population of the threatened nabarlek, rock 
wallaby. Echidnas were also common on 

several islands.  

 

UMEC and Healthy Country Plan 10 

Year Review 
 
In July, before our Healthy Country Plan 

review, we ran a Traditional Owner survey 
to ask how the plan is going and whether 

things are changing.  

 

Traditional Owner survey before UMEC. 

 
 
 

Survey Team: Jason Lee, Ildephonse Cheinmora, 
Tabitha Evans and Ebonny Hassett 

 
From 21-23 October 2021, our Wunambal 

Gaambera Aboriginal Corporation’s Uunguu 
Monitoring & Evaluation Committee (UMEC) 

met at Garmbemirri Ranger Base to 
undertake a 10-year review of the 

Wunambal Gaambera Healthy Country Plan 
2010-2020 and to prepare a new plan. The 

three-day workshop included presentation 
of the 10-year review steps, a Traditional 

Owner workshop day and discussion of the 
new 10-year plan. Our new 2020-2030 

Healthy Country Plan will be drafted and 
finalised for Traditional Owner and WWPBC 

authorisation and approval early 2022.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dorothy Djanghara welcomed people to Country 
and Catherine Goonack (WGAC Chairperson) 
opened the meeting.  
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Reviewing the health of our plan with UMEC and 
Traditional Owners @ Garmbemirri 

 
 

 

 

The UMEC team is made up of Wunambal 

Gaambera Traditional Owners and independent 
scientists and partners, such as Bush Heritage, 

who provide expert advice across their relevant 

disciplines. 

 

Wundaagu (Saltwater) 
 

Tabitha Evans (below), Uunguu Ranger, 
cleaning up rubbish on the Uunguu Coast for 
Tangaroa Blue WA Beach Clean-up Day. 

 

 
In April Tabitha Evans, Ebonny Hassett and Colleen 

Mangolomarra got their coxswain tickets. 

  

 

 
 
 

 

“I’m enjoying 

it, I want to 
get my 

Coxswains 
Certificate.” – 

Ebonny 

Hassett 
 

“I like 

everything 
about the 

course.” – 
Tabitha 
Evans 
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Visitor Management 
 

Before the tourist season starts, our Uunguu 

Rangers slash walking trails at our main 
Visitor Locations, including campsites at 

Munurru Campground.  
 

 
Virgilio 
Shadforth, 
Ethan 
Karadada and 
Ildephonse 
Cheinmora 
prepare 
Country to 
make it safe 
and accessible 
for visitors.  
 

 
 

 
 

Next year WGAC plans to: 
• Begin work on reviewing our Visitor 

Management Plan;  
• Train more young people in tourism and 

to become tour guides; 

• Create signage at Visitor Locations to 
inform and share our culture with 

visitors;  
• Patrol the coast to monitor the health of 

visitor sites and to make sure visitors are 
being respectful; 

• Complete the Wuuyuru (Bigge Island) 
Cultural Management Plan. 

 
 

 

 

Uunguu Visitor Pass (UVP) Update 
 

A total of 14,569 people visited Wunambal 
Gaambera Country – only 14% less than in 

2019. That’s a great outcome considering 
Western Australia’s hard border with the 

eastern states and no international 
travellers.  

 

We had 9,019 visitors to the Ngauwudu 
Road Zone (20.5% more than 2019) and 

5,550 visitors to the Uunguu Coast Zone 
(40% less than 2019). The big drop in coast 

visitors was due to: 
1. Only 1 international expedition vessel 

(big boats) could enter Australia; 
2. The 3 Australian expedition vessels 

operated at reduced COVID capacity; 
3. By July, no passengers from the eastern 

states (biggest target market for 
Kimberley cruising).  

 
Of the 14,569 passengers, 6,185 were 

independent travellers, and 8,384 were on a 
tour. 

 
The poor condition of the Port Warrender 

Road continues to be our biggest issue for 
attracting more visitors to the Ngauwudu 

Zone. We have applied for funding so that 
WGAC can take the lead, with support from 
the Shire (SWEK), government and other 

stakeholders, to formulate a plan to improve 
the state of the road.  
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Munurru Rock Art Tours 

933 visitors went on a Munurru Rock Art 
Tour in 2021– 11.5 % of all Ngauwudu 

visitors!! 

Well done Terence Marnga, our head tour 

guide and campground manager who 

delivered most of the tours and mentored 

the trainee guides.   

Terence Marnga 

demonstrating his 

tour guiding skills 

during tourism 

training in August.  

Alphonse Fabian 
and Damon 
Bundamurra 
taking tourists on 
a Munurru Rock Art Tour 

 

Munurru Camping 
We had a 143% 

increase in 
campers at 

Munurru this 
year compared 
to 2019. 77% of 

all Ngauwudu 
visitors camped 

at Munurru - a 
total of 6,327 

people (independent travellers, and tour 
passengers and crew). 

 
 

 
 

 

More families camped at Munurru than ever 

before. In 2022 we will increase the camping 
fees to $17 per adult and $40 per family /per 

night.  

Communications Manager Kate Sutton and UVP 
Manager Rachel Beadle enjoying Munurru.  

 

Tourism Training at Munurru 
10 Traditional Owners and Uunguu Rangers 

took part in tourism training in August this 
year – a record number. The focus was on 

“delivering a service” (the Uunguu 
Experience). Students practiced sharing 

rock art stories, knowledge of Uunguu plants 
and animals, product knowledge (from 

books to UVP prices), teamwork and 
understanding tourists’ needs. 

 

Left: Ebonny Hassett talks 
about short neck turtle 
(dijigurri) and long neck 

turtle (wulumara). Above: Tabitha Evans shares 
Uunguu plant knowledge. 
 

 
 

A great base for exploring this part of the 

Kimberley. The camp sites are huge: each with 
its own fireplace, hybrid toilets and river 

swimming. Terry is a great host as well as a very 

knowledgeable tour guide to the Rock Art Sites 

(they are amazing!). - WikiCamps 
 

This was our favourite spot on the whole 

Gibb! Huge credit and thanks to the team who 
keep the facilities and campgrounds clean, 

beautiful and running smoothly. What an 

amazing place! – Sara 
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Tourism Students - Back: Jazzlyn Philips, Trinita 
Bundamurra, Ebonny Hassett, Tabitha Evans, 
Damon Bundamurra, Ildephonse Cheinmora, Larry 
Clements, Virgilio Shadforth Front: Jeremy Kowan, 
Terrence Marnga, Jane Ballantyne (NW TAFE). 

 
Above: Damon Bundamurra shows tourists the 
Bushman’s Razorblade plant - Mangala (Cocky 
Apple). 

 

Keeping Culture Strong 
 
Left - Bernadette  
Waina, Margaret 
Clements and 
Beatrice 
Cheinmora 
welcomed 
everyone to 
Country.  

 
 

 
 

Young people learning on Country with 

Elders keeps our culture strong. Uunguu 
Rangers and young Traditional Owners  

 

learned and practiced sharing cultural 

stories at Munurru as part of tourism 
training. This helps our young people feel 

confident sharing our Wanjina Wunggurr 
culture with visitors.  
 
Below: Ildephonse Cheinmora & Tabitha Evans 
practice their tour guiding skills.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
A Junba at 

the end of 
tourism 

training 
brought 

Traditional 
Owners 

together at Munurru from Kalumburu, 
Derby and Mowanjum. Tourists enjoyed a 

practice Junba on the banks of the King 
Edward River. The women and girls made 

nugga (skirts) and balamurra (shields) for 
Junba. 

It was a highlight for tourists to come across 
Ildephonse Cheinmora, Virgilio Shadforth and 
Damon Bundamurra practicing Junba at Munurru. 

“Smoking is all about welcoming you to 

Country and all about keeping you safe 
too.” – Jeremy Kowan 
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Below - Tabitha 
Evans, Sonia 
Clements, Trinita 
Bundamurra, 
Margaret Clements 
and Ebonny Hassett 
proudly showing 
their nugga (skirts) 
and balamurra 
(shields).  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Left: Tabitha 
Evans practices 
tour guiding skills. 
 
Below: Tabitha 
Evans, Trinita 
Bundamurra and 
Jazzlyn Philips 
enjoy being on 
their ancestors’ 
country. 
 
 

 

 

LIVING ON COUNTRY  
 

Land Use and Graa 
Gural Graa meetings were held in 
Kalumburu on 29 July and in Mowanjum on 

24 August to look at Gural Old Peoples’ 
connection stories, to help families plan 

their homeland places. After the wet in 2022 
WGAC will help Gural families visit their Graa 

to continue their planning. 
 

 
Traditional Owners from Gural Graa meeting in 
Kalumburu. 
 

Traditional Owners from Gural Graa meeting in 
Mowanjum. 
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Communications & Media 

 
 
 
Above: ABC National News story on tourism 

 

ABC National News journalist visited us at 
Munurru and reported on our fire program 

and our sustainable tourism story. Several 
news articles were published nationally 

sharing our successful tourism story, 
including a major TV news story. 

 
 
 

Images on right: BHA marketing materials. 

 

 

 
We received media coverage from our 

cultural fire walk. Mark Jones joined us on 
the walk and helped make a great video 

and got lots of photos. Our partner BHA 
helped with funding for this and published 

stories nationally and internationally. 
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Australia Post 
rock art stamp 
pack featuring 
Wanjina 
Wunggurr 
rock art. 

 
Our new website went 

live in March 2021:   
www.wunambalgaambera.org.au.  

 
Tourists and tour operators can buy their 

UVP on the website as well as our books. 
And with our new shop, we can sell T-shirts, 

artworks and other Wunambal Gaambera 
merchandise. Speak with Kate Sutton who 
can arrange for it to be uploaded: 

media@wunambalgaambera.org.au  

 

Merchandise 
 

In 2021 we sold polo shirts and books to 
tourists at Munurru. We also sold our books 

online. We are adding more merchandise 
products for 2022 –a new adult T-shirt, kids’ 

T-shirts and tote bags. 

 

 

Partnerships 

 
WGAC work with various partners including 

government departments such as Marine 
Parks Australia and DBCA as well as non-

government organisations; WWF and Bush 
Heritage Australia (BHA) to help manage our 
Healthy Country Plan.  

 

 
Helen Waina and Leigh-Ann Woolley (WWF) in 
helicopter to monitor Country around the Osborne 
Islands – Helen’s family Graa. 

Left: Uunguu 
Coast islands.  
 

Right: Helen Waina and    
Tom Vigilante fitting a 
camera trap to a tree. 

 
 

 
 

WWF is extremely pleased to support the 
Wunambal Gaambera people to return Right-

Way Fire to Country to manage fuel loads and 

prevent wildfires to build strong connections 
to culture and improve habitat for many 

species of native plants and animals. - 
Darren Grover, Head of Healthy Land 

and Seascapes, WWF Australia. 

 

http://www.wunambalgaambera.org.au/
mailto:media@wunambalgaambera.org.au
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WGAC wishes everybody a 
safe and enjoyable 

Christmas and a Happy  
New Year! 


