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Wunambal Gaambera Healthy Country Plan – 
Right Way Fire Operations

Right Way Fire involves planning, use of traditional and modern ground and aerial 
burning techniques in the cooler early dry season, focusing on creating mosaics of 

patch fires and connecting breaks in older fuel load to up to twenty percent of country. 

Uunguu Rangers and Traditional Owners team together to undertake cool burns in each graa (a family groups 
part of country), as well teach their younger  how to burn “right-way” and to connect with their ancestors cultural 
(rock art) and camping places while walking country. 

“Our ancestors used right-way fire from generation-to-generation. They passed their knowledge to us and 
we will pass it down to the next generation.”

~ Neil Waina, Head Uunguu Ranger.

Right Way Fire management improvements are demonstrated in the graphs below showing a reduction of late dry 
season, hot, destructive wildfires by two thirds and GHGs emissions abating 25% over 9 years. Experience and 
ongoing monitoring operations; measuring and reporting on WGAC's 10 healthy country targets; is improving Right 
Way Fire techniques, raising the annual abatement target towards 50%.; with ongoing Monitoring Operations 
measuring and reporting on the health of our 10 Healthy Country Targets.
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RIGHT WAY FIRE – WUNAMBAL GAAMBERA COUNTRY– CHANGED OUTCOMES OVER 20 YEARS

Greenhouse Gases 
Emissions (Tonnes):

104,244 26,364 (25%) 53,802 (51%) 52,100 (50%)
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NATIVE TITLE 

The determined Wanjina Wunggurr Uunguu native title (Wunambal Gaambera 

Country) is held by the Wanjina Wunggurr (Native Title) Aboriginal 

Corporation RNTBC ICN4692 (WWPBC) on trust for Wunambal Gaambera 

people. Wunambal Gaambera Aboriginal Corporation (WGAC) is the related 

entity to the WWPBC; incorporated (1998) and authorised by Wunambal 

Gaambera people to manage their native title and development interests, 

including implementing their Wunambal Gaambera Healthy Country Plan which 

includes the Wunambal Gaambera Uunguu Savanna Burning Fire Project – Clean 

Energy Regulator ID number EOP10064
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Healthy Country Plan 2010-2020

The Wunambal Gaambera people have been 
implementing their  for Healthy Country Plan
the past ten years, looking after the Plan’s ten 
targets:

• Wanjina Wunggurr Law – our culture

• Wunambal Gaambera people 

• Right way fire

• Aamba (kangaroos and wallabies) and other 
meat foods

• Wulo (rainforest)

• Yawal (waterholes)

• Bush plants

• Rock art and other cultural places

• Fish and other seafoods, mangguru (marine 
turtles) and balguja (dugong)

The Uunguu Monitoring and Evaluation 
Committee (UMEC) report for 2020* 
indicates the Plan is 80% on track. The UMEC 
comprises five senior Wunambal Gaambera 
people and five independent scientists and 
stakeholders from relevant disciplines.

WGAC is reviewing the Plan during 2021, to 
make the next ten year Plan 2021-30.

*Available on request

Uunguu Indigenous Protected Area

The Wunambal Gaambera people have declared the Uunguu 

Indigenous Protected Area to manage Country to the standards 

of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

The Wunambal Gaambera Healthy Country Plan is the Plan of 

Management of the Uunguu IPA that provides guidance to 

identify and protect 75% of Wunambal Gaambera Country in 

accordance with IUCN Principles

WGAC and Carbon Credits

As part of implementing the Healthy Country Plan, WGAC manages Savanna Burning project EOP100641, generating 
Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCU’s) abating greenhouse gas emissions from our Right Way Fire operations, 
measured against a 10 year unmanaged (wildfire) emissions baseline.

Over the past seven years, WGAC has successfully marketed premium (GHGs abatement and Healthy Country co-
benefit) ACCU's, collaboratively with neighbouring North Kimberly Fire Abatement Projects, to leading Australian 
companies in the compliance, voluntary and emerging carbon neutral offset markets.

Right Way Fire and Carbon Offsets (continued) 

WGAC has ACCU’s  presently for sale. Contact us for details and pricing.

Awards and Recognition

WGAC has won awards for and recognition of the 
Wunambal Gaambera Healthy Country Plan – now the 
standard for Australian and international indigenous 
community-based natural and cultural conservation and 
protection:

• 2014   NAIDOC Australian Caring for Country 
Award

• 2017   World Conservation Coaches Network 
recognition of WGAC’s contribution to Conservation 
Planning

• 2019   Western Australian Indigenous Landcare Award

• 2020  Australian Indigenous Landcare Award

• 2020   United Nations Association WA UN Day 
Environmental Action Award finalist (ceremony 23 
October 2020)

https://wunambalgaambera.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Healthy-Country-Plan.pdf
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